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only the vessel with which he had measured them. This
vessel was most probably equal to a drona in capacity, as
each of the eight shares of the relics is said to have measured
-one drona. The stupa may -therefore, have been called the
Drowfl stupa, because it held the drona measuring-vessel with
which the Brahman had divided the relics amongst the eight
rival claimants. But this was not the only name of the
monument, as the Ceylonese chronicler calls it the Kumbha
stupa. Now a kumbha is a water-vessel of large size, which
may be seen sculptured on many Indian pillars as a round
wide-mouthed vase full of flowers. I can find no name like
Kumbha or Drona in the position indicated by Hwen Thsang
at 17 miles to the south of east from Chapra. But at that spot
there is a village named Deghwdra, which, as degh is the
common Hindi name of a large metal vessel of exactly the
same shape as the Kumbha, may possibly be only an altered
form of the original name. But deg is also the Persian term
for a similar vessel, and I would therefore only refer to
Dcgw&ra as a convenient name to remember, because it has
the same signification, and occupies the same position as the
famous Kumbha stupa of Buddhist history.
23.   VAISALI
From the stupa of the measuring-vessel, Hwen Thsang
proceeded to the north-east for 140 or 150 lit or 23 to 25 miles,
to Vaisfili. He mentions having crossed the Ganges on the
road ; but as he was already to the north of that river, his
notice must certainly refer to the Gandak, which flows within
12 miles of Degwfra. We must therefore look for Vaisfili to
the east of the Gandak. Here, accordingly, we find the village
of Bt$&rh> with an old ruined fort which is still called Raja-
Bi$d-ka-gwh> or the fort of Raja Visala, who was the reputed
founder of the ancient VaisSU. Hwen Thsang states that the
Royal Palace was between 4 and 5 K, or from 3500 to 4400
feet in circuit, which agrees with the size of the old 'fort,